
Eastern Mo
Safety

 
 
Subject:    July 2005 Heavy Fine Fuel

    
 
Area of Concern:   Firefighter Safety 
 
Distribution:  STATEWIDE 

 
Discussion:   Wet spring weather throughout Eastern M
native and non-native plant communities. Heavy vegeta
breaks has been reported. 
 
Fine fuel loadings are averaging 1300 to 1800 pounds pe
Heavy Fine fuel loadings have been reported across much
 
Typical summer weather patterns are spreading across 
90plus, RH less than 20%, gusty afternoon winds). Eco
diseased vegetation along with decreasing live fuel moist
fire behavior.  Ignitions in these areas will significantly
severity will increase.  
 
Fire Behavior Concerns to Firefighters and the Public

• Expect fine fuels to ignite easily and fire to m
burning period the fire will likely spread at 2 t
on average.  

• Anticipate fire whirls because of the combination 
conditions and strong surface instability. 

• Anticipate large acres to be consumed in a short p
• As live fuel moisture values fall, flaming fronts w

fire behavior will become more extreme. 
• Anticipate fire to creep under wetlines and retarda
• Anticipate dependent and independent crown fires

 
Tactics 

• Have Field Observers who understand the effects 
flaming front…fine fuels by definition respond qu

• Ensure good anchor points…firefighters should ke
• Consider indirect suppression tactics…early in the
• Cool (foam, water, retardant) important holding a

intensity so crews can work. 
• Hotspot the line…take advantage of retardant effe
• Work engines in tandem…cover your back. 
• Modify shift start and end times…take advantage 

that favor suppression efforts
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